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The changing role of health care professionals in life and death decision­
making legal, ethical and theological implications regarding life and death 
decisions and the role of family responsibility will be among the topics discussed 
at a two-day conference on dying Thursday and Friday, May 21-22, at the University 
of Montana in Missoula.
The conference, titled "Freedom to Die," will be free to the public in the 
UM University Center Ballroom and Montana Rooms from 12:30 to 9:30 p.m. Thursday and 
7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Friday.
N
According to Rustem Medora, professor of pharmacy at UM and conference project 
director, the conference will provide a forum to discuss and debate issues on dying 
with nationally and internationally recognized experts. Speakers on Thursday, May 21, 
who will address main themes will include:
Dr. William F. May, the Joseph P. Kennedy Sr. professor of Christian ethics 
in the Kennedy Institute of Ethics at Georgetown University in Washington, D.C., who 
will address "Changing Conceptions of a Good Death in the West."
Dr. Robert M. Veatch, professor of medical ethics at the Kennedy Institute of 
Ethics at Georgetown University, whose speech will be "Courts, Committees and Caring: 
Who Decides."
Speakers on Friday, May 22, will be:
Dr. Mark Siegler, associate professor in the Chicago University School of 
Medicine, who will talk on "Decision-Making in Terminal Illness."
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John A. Robertson, professor of law at the University of Wisconsin School 
of Law in Madison, who will address the topic, "Passive Euthenasia and the Law."
Dr. Johnny Cox, social ethicist and director of health and Human Values 
Program at the Providence Medical Center in Seattle, Wash., who will speak on 
Family Values in Life-Death Decision-Making."
The conference will include discussion sessions with the main speakers and 
local experts after each .speech. The local experts will include Dr. Thomas P. 
Huff, professor and chairman of philosophy at UM; David McArthur, minister at 
the Missoula Unity Church; Dr. Lane McGaughy, associate professor and chairman of 
the UM religious studies department; John 0. Mudd, dean of the UM law school; 
William C. Shepherd, UM professor of religious studies; Dr. Stephen Speckart, 
a Missoula oncologist, and Dr. W. Stan Wilson, a Missoula cardiologist.
The conference is funded by a grant from the Montana Committee for the 
Humanities, affi l iate of the National Endowment for the Humanities located on 
the UM campus. Conference co-sponsors are Hospice of Missoula, the UM Institute 
for Human Resources and UM School of Pharmacy and Allied Health Sciences.
Registration for the conference will begin at 12:30 p.n. Thursday, May 21. 
Medora said that pre-registration forms are available from his office in the 
School of Pharmacy, University of Montana, Missoula, MT, 59812, and by callino 
(406) 243-4943. He added that pre-registration forms are necessary for seatinq 
accommodations.
For further information, interested persons may phone Medora at 243-4943, or 
other conference project directors, Kathy Mrgudic, executive director of Hospice 
of Missoula, at 549-7757, or Daniel J. Smith, director of the UM Institute for 
Human Resources, at 243-6849.
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